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In the name of peace, Apple Hill wel

This weekend, thonsands of students
are a]':';vjn,;’: at Keene State (:I.':-]ll.'!gf: {ur
the start of the new academis vear,

Ameng them are Tania Twal of Jor-
dan amd Marina Galstyan of Armenia,
surprised recipients of the 2007-08
Playing for Peacs scholarships

The one-vear residency program, es-
tablished four vears apo, offers young
musicians the opportunily o further
their education in a peacelul environ-
ment, removed from the conflict of their
homelands. I's a eollaboration by the
college and the Apple Hill Center for
Chamber Musie in Melson, the nonprofit
that for mers than 15 vears has promot-
ed pezes throagh music.

The center was Tounded in 1871 by a
small group of people whe believed that
chamber muzie, performed withoat a
conductor, is a viable teol in developing
harmonious communication in dizcor-
dant relationships. Funded primarily by

individual  econtributions, foundation
grants and tuilion, the Apple Hill Cham-
ber Players, sinee 1488, have toured
American inner eities and embatiled ar-
eas of the world, including the Middle
East, Iraland and Azia. In 2005, they re-
ceived a twoevear UGS, Department of
State grant to travel to Turkey, Jordan,
Azerbaiijan, Republic of Georgia, Kussia,

The agency

Apple Hill Center for Chamber Music
410 Apple Hill RBoad, PO, Box 217, Sullivan 03445: 8473371
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The particulars
Interim executive director: Chuck Bingaman; board president:

Dita Englund
Founded: 1571

Service area: Entire Monadnock Region, United States, Middle

Fast, Asia, Europe

Staff: zix full-time, 2 parl-time, 20-25 volunteers

Annual budget: 778,000

Mission-

Playing for Peace. To create intensely expressive music in coneerts,
workshops, and f{zstwﬂ_]s to inapire and promote (riendship, community,
peace, and understanding between and armong peoples of diverse back-
erounds and eonflicting cultures — at Apple Hill, throughout the TTnited

States, and throughout the world,
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Cyprus, Malaysia, Vistnam and Burma,
At each destination, besides perform-
ing, they hold workshops and classes; they
alse award scholarships to young musi-
cians to the annual International Sum-
mer Music Testival in Sullivan. There
worldwide participants of all ages and
glill levels, from amatear to professional,
live, study and perform in public coneearts
gide by side. In 2006, 327 individuals rep-
resenting the United States and 24 coun-
trios attended the five-session event.
Galstyan and Twal have attended
several summer festivals, Both took part
in 2007, expecting to returmn heme at
summer’s end, Instead, they received lot-
fers from the nonprofit’s staff, announe-
ing they'd heen selected tor the vear-long
college  scholarships, underwritten by
aren residents John and Jean Hoffman.
“We brainstorm all year, thinking of
peaple who'd be great for the program,”
said  Rupért  Thompaon, - Apple  Hill
Chambar Players cellist. "We choose
people based on their plaving ability,
bui alse for the types of people they are.
We think of people who'd fit really well
and who'd enjioy the epportunity.”
While in Keene, Galstyan, 35, a pi-
anist with an Armenian music conser.
valory, will stwdy plano with Eric Sto-
macher, Apple Hill co-founder and
chamber plaver who iz leaving Apple
T Bt has agreed to tench Galstyan



comes two KSC students
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From leit; Apple Hill staff member and cellist Rupart Thompson, Marina Galstyan

and Tania Twal.

through the academic year.

Twal, 27, second French horn player
fur Jordan's enly symphony orchestra,
alao teaches guitar at the National Mu-
sie Conservatory in Amman. She will
contine her studies with Keene State
faculty member and classical guitarist
Joze Lezcano,

“Ful, they'll be experiencing not just
the muzic side of things,” Thompson
said, “They'll experience a regular cam-
pus and a full program of studies.”

On Tuesday, August 28, the Interna-
tional Summer uzsie Festival holds its
final public concert. Details available at
i aplehillorg.

Meanwhile, with full support of heir
families, the two voung musiciung ea-
perly anlicipate the upcoming academic
vear and their first Menadneck winter.

Ware going shopping,” said Twal,
who plans to learn to ski this seasun,

Soon to depart for tours to the Mid-
dle Ezel, Ireland and Englund, the Ap-
ple Hill Chamber Players’ heartily con-
gratulate their young protégées.

“It's o great oppertunity,” Thempson
zaid. “We're uzed to seeing them in their
own countries and ab Apple Hill, Mow,
we're happy that theyTl be in Keene all
yoear.”

— Joan Geary

“Waking a Difference,” o weekly feature, is o collaborative project of The Keene Sen-
tinel and Giving Monednock, which seeks to raise public awareness of the rale of
aonprofit agencies in the Monadnock Region. For mare infarmotion, e-mail in-

fogivingmonidnoch.org o coll 3577171




