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Apple Hill celebrates anniv

In 2008, Apple Hill Center for
Chamber Music has two causes for cel-
ebration: a new executive director angd
the 20th anniversary of its Playing for
Peace program.

The nonprofit was founded in 1971
by a small group of volunteers who be-
lieved that chamber music, performed
without a conductor, could create hay-
mony among people in conflict.

- Since 1988, the Apple Hill Chamber
Players quartet has toured American
inner cities and beleaguered arses of
the world, including the Middle East,
Ireland and Aszia.
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At each r]{!ﬁtin;,-ttiun, the group per-
forms concerts and conducts clazses
and workshops. [t also awards scholar-
ships to young musicians for the annu-
al International Summer Music Festi-
val in Melzon. There, hundreds of mu-
sicians of different nationzlities, ages
and akbilities live, study and perform
public concerts side by side at the
group’s rural 100-acre campus. :

The organization faced both manage-
ment and financial challenges following
the departure last summer of founding
member and execntive director Eric
Stumacher. In October, the board of
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trustees chose Iongljme viola feacher
and two-year board member Lenny
Matezymski as his guccessor. A eurrent

-Boston Conservatory faculty member,

he was also associated with Emmanuel
Music, a Boston-bazed professional
Bach cantata performance group. .

“Apple Hill is ready for some new
things — consolidating, building, grow-
ing,” Matczynski said. “What [ bring to
the table is that I'm a trained musican,
artist and performer. I'm alzo an admin-
istrator, and I teach, That’s rare. Those
three elements are what I bring to Ap-
ple Hill. Ag'an artist; new ideas, new fo-
cus. As an administrator, just looking at
everything that needs to improve”

“But there's nothing big to change,
really,” he said. “We're focusing all our
energies and looking at everything we
do to make it better and more effi-
cient,” he said. :

To that end, the organization is in
the midst of formulating a multi-year
strategic plan for programs, buildings
and grounds. Reconstruction of the re-
hearzal barn into a community center
will be finished in-June. :

Further, some program changes and
additions are in place. The Chamber
Players, who for many vears included
pianist Stumacher, are now a string
quartet. Thiz year's tour destinations
include Jordan and Cyprus az well as
Memphis, Tennessee. There are plans
to e¥pand the program into new coun-
tries.

The nonprofit has also laynched a =
number of ifitiatives: Chamber musi-
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cians put on a workshop at Bates Col-
lege in Maine. And, besides its public
onsite summer concerts, the group now
brings musie to other parts of the Mon-
adnock Region. Concerts were per-
formed last year in Koene, Peterbor-
ough and Harrisville, and that series
will continue this year in other local
communities, _ :

“It gives the Players work,” said
Matezynski, “They can work on their
repertoire. Almost all composers wrote
something for string quartet. There's &
whole body of repertoire.”

Beyond that, the organization hopes

—

to increase 1t scholarship fund for
young musicians, with community sup-
port,

Meanwhile; the nonprofil invites the
community to join its year-long celehra-
tion of twg ‘decades creating peace
through musie. :

“In this area, an arts orpanization
in & rural sétting is a great place for
artists to be who they are with space
and freedom,” said Matczynsld,

“Playing for Peace iz about kids
from.all over the world,” he said. “It's
kind of amazing. ™ :
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“Making a Difference,” a weekly feature, is a collaborative project of The Keene
Sentinel and Giving Monadnick, which seebs to raise public awareness of the role
of nonprofit agencies in the Monadnock Region. For more information, e-mail in-
foByivingmonadnock.org or eall 357-7171.



